eyes of HASHEM.

ondesfid Hior

\
Man on earth, and He had heartfelt sadness. 7 And HASHEM said, “I will blot out Man whom |
created from the face of the ground — from man to animal, to creeping things, and to birds

of the sky; for | have reconsidered My having made them." ® But Noah found grace in the
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The Mishnah illustrates the laws stated above:1¥

133 — Howso? niwn 19 1n3 k51 nyve v qwn — If [the buyer] took the produce’’* from [the seller] but did

not give him the money for it, 12 79n% %121 1% — [neither one] can renege, because taking the merchandise

finalizes the transaction. n17 8 1w qER x5 nwn 1% 10y — If [the buyer] gave [the seller] the money, but did

-
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PN N Y D
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not take the produce from him, 13 w1 %12 — [either one| can legally renege, since the transaction has not yet

been legally finalized. 1 mxb3x — But |the Sages] said about one who exercises his legal right to renege after the
money has been paid:  7%07 91T 9anRA 17 wikn yow m — “The One Who exacled retribution from the

people of the Generation of the Flood and from the Generation of the Dispersion " man y7pn5 Tny K
171373 1w wxw — He will ultimately exact retribution from someone who does not abide by his word!"%
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TANNWRY R VAW 1YY 77 ApN 1100a annan an L mb i ansn
TR LR DI R ANA0 KD WK At - And Hashem said to
Noach... From cach of the pure ammals take for yourself seven
pawrs, male and female; and from the animals that are not pure,
two, male and female. (7:1-2)

HAZAL LEARN two important lessons from this possuk. The
first is that Noach learned Torah (Rashi). Without knowledge
of Torah, he would have been unable to differentiate between the ani-
mals that the Torah classifies as pure (tahor), and those classified as
impure (tamei). Secondly, Chazal (Pesachim 3a) learn from this pos-
suk the value of speaking with lashon nekiah, of using refined speech,

even where this requires using more words. It is no coincidence that
the Torah hints to these lessons here, in Hashem's instructions to
Noach regarding which animals should be given refuge in the ark
(tetvah). In the following paragraphs, we will establish this connec-
tion more clearly.

We mentioned previously that Hashem created the world for

‘beis reishis, for two firsts. “Bishvil Torah, shenikra ‘reishis’, u'bishvil

Yisroel shenikra ‘reishis’, for the Torah which is called ‘first, and for

Klal Yisroel who is called ‘first.” For the fulfillment of mitzvos, two

ingredients are necessary. One is the Torah, the mitzYos themse]ve%

and the other is man, who is to carry them out.

g

The single most defining quality of being human is the ability to

articulate ideas and convey them to others through language. The

power of speech is a direct consequence of the elevated neshamah

that Hashem breathed into Adam HaRishon. “Vayipach beapav nish-

mas chaim - And He breathed into his nose the breath of life” (Be-

reishis 2:7), which Targum renders as ruach memallelah, the spirit of

speech.
When a human being abuses his power of speech with nivul peh,
with profanities, he casts away the part of him that makes him truly

human. This unrefined manner of speech corrupts his Divine im-

.IEL'.

The inhabitants of the world in Noach’s time also corrupted them-

selves. Two sins are specifically mentioned in the Torah. “%3 n°nwn *3
YRR Y1377 X W3 - For all flesh has corrupted its way on the earth”
(Bereishis 6:12). Chazal interpret this to mean that the dor hamabul

reached unprecedented levels of depravity. Animals do not deviate

from their instincts. Man, however, is endowed with free choice (bechi-

rah) and intelligence, which can be abused through devising all types
of deviant behavior..The second sin mentioned is theft. “yIxn Ix%1m "2
onn - For the land was filled with thievery” (verse 13).

DED P R

-
L

Both these sins are a consequence of man’s ruach memallelah, for

A

his intelligence gives him the power to justify his misguided behavior.

Paradoxically, man’s potential for greatness is also the tool of his un-

doing, and can strip him of his Divine image, his tzelem Elokim. and

lower his status to below that of a rotting carcass. “Kol talmid chacham

sheein bo deah, neveilah tovah mimenu - a rotting carcass is better
than a Torah scholar who is not wise” (Yalkut Shimoni, 03N 'K ¥KpM).
The purpose of bringing the mabul was to reverse the trend of

hashchasah, of destructive behavior, and restore to mankind its Di-
vine character and the potential to uphold the Torah. The flood was
simply the mechanism by which Hashem re-imbued the world with
purpose once again.

,@ The original creation of the world was predicated on Torah and
ruach memallelah, the existence of a being with the power of speech, K
who has the capacity to carry out the mitzvos. Similarly, the fervah

represents.the re-creation of the world. To this end, the teivah had

to carry the elements that lead to kiyum haTorah, the fultillment of
the Torah, into the new age. Noach learned Torah, and brought his
knewledge into the microcosmic world of the teivah. He was also in-

structed in the importance of maintaining lashon nekiah, the sanctity
of human intellect and speech. The renewed world would then become
suited to its original function once more.

Towcds Mean - U (s - Repalya 2 ldband
]} The Hebrew word for ark, teiva, also means "word.” When
Hashem told Noach to enter the teiva, e was also instructing
him to enter into tbe wox;g. _
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According to the Imrei Emes, Noach_hcd prayed only on
behalf of his familv. He had concluded that his genemﬁon' was
unworthy of being saved, because their sins were so grave. But
even if a Jew feels his prayers will not be answered, he must

make an_effort to do what he can with his pravers. If Noach

had unleashed the power of prayer on behalf of the generation,

they_would all have been saved. (Pnei Menachem, Noach

5753)
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Each day a person should pray on behalf of the sick to recover,
and on behalf of the well that they not fall sick. He should pray
that Hashem save the Jewish people from the gentiles, from
poverty _and from any calamity. He should _pray for those
imprisoned, for women in the throes of childbirth, for the Jews
lost amongst the gentiles. For those who are childless he should
request children; for those who have children he should pray that
the children live a G-d fearing life. He should request that

by
Hashem protect the Jewish people, and avenge the wrongs
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committed against us, and that He should receive our
repentance.” We should pray for peace, that there be no contlict

among Jews, no jealousy, no hate and no competition. We should
all be beloved to each other, so all Jews are united as one.>

Each Erev Rosh Chodesh, R* Yehuda Tzedaka organized a
Yom Kippur Katan prayer group in the veshiva, where the
students would pray for the welfare of the Jewish people. They
would say the traditional prayers, followed by the entire sefer
Te.illim. The pious, ascetic R° Avraham Harari Raful would
lead the prayers. R’ Yehuda would try to arouse the gathering
to repentance with words of mussar. He would then send his
students back to the study hall, saying, "The best way to
ensure that our pravers will have an impact is to follow them
with enthusiastic study.”

When he realized that some of the young men were not
attending the praver session perhaps because they felt that it
unnecessarily disturbed their studies. R° Yehuda spoke with
them privately. He explained that his own teacher, Rabbeinu
Ezra Ettia, had instituted this custom, based on a long
standing practice in the city of Yerushalayim, to pray for com-
passion and peace on the behalf all Jews on that day. (Kaf
HaChaim in the name of the Pri Chodosh 417,13; VeZos
LeYehuda)

"{?’lf we do not take our siddur or Tehillim in hand to pray on
hehalf of others, it indicates that either we do not believe in the
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power of prayer — or that we are indifferent to the pain of our

friend, G—d forbid. When we daven for the greater benefit of g,
fellow Jews, we ourselves benefit. The Maggid of Dubno explained
this with a parable: If a fire erupted in a city and &ver_vome rushed
to extinguish the fire, the city would be saved. But if each
individual were to rush to his own house, the fire would get bigger
and bigger, eventually ravaging the city. If we all pray for the
general welfare of the community, then all are saved. If we pray

only for ourselves, then no one is saved.*

-
3y

Whoever is able to arouse Hashem's compassion for a friend

and does not do so is called a sinner.” Any tefilah that does not

include supplications for others is not a tefilah.* then a person
does not feel the pain of others, it is not fitting that his tefilah be

red. He should think, "If I were the one suffering, G—d

answe
f."2 Sensitivity to others should he

forbid. 1 would daven for relie

cultivated. When passing a handicapped or needy person on the
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%Vhen a person davens for himself, he is motivated by selfish
thoughts. But when he turns to Hashem on behalf of his friend. he

is not furthering his own agenda. Hashem first responds to his
selflessness, then turns His attention to those for whom he

davens.*

It is best to pray in the plural. By praying for the greater good

—_— -
street, one should say a short prayer on his behall.

(3 < foras

of all of bnei Yisrael, we can fully achieve Hashem's purpose in

creating the world.™ When Israel's condition deteriorates,
_Hashem's name is desecrated. When His nation is secure, He is

blessed. because all humanity recognizes that success lies in the

service of Hashem.

16. o9y na a1 ok — And [ owill look wpon it te remember the everlasting

Tovenant. T will regard the result of the bow, which

s the prayers of the righteous as they

stand in the breach to turn away My wrath from destroying (the earth) — similar to, He

remembers the everlasting covenant.
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